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(Calloways – cont’d from previous page) 
outstanding for our Texas weather. It will not 
“stretch” during bouts of warm temperatures and is 
bred to grow out, not up. This compact grower offers 
shorter, sturdier stems to support large, colorful 
blooms.  Dianthus (also known as “Pinks”), 
Snapdragons, Cyclamen, Violas and the fragrant 
Alyssum are also good choices for cold tolerant 
annuals.  Ornamental Cabbage and Kale provide 
interesting texture in the landscape as well as color.  
For best effect, limit your planting to two or three 
colors per bed.  
 The key to growing beautiful annual flowers is 
soil preparation.  Select a well-drained flower bed 
and add plenty of organic matter. Calloway’s Flower 
Bed Mix contains compost plus a boost of fertilizer, 
water-management crystals and a wetting agent. 
Adding Calloway’s Flower Food to the soil at the time 
of planting will provide the extra nutrients for 
growth and blooms.  Remember to add 2 to 3 inches 
of mulch to all beds to reduce moisture loss, prevent 
weeds from germinating and to insulate the soil from 
the cold.  
 These same annuals can be used in patio 
containers.  Fill your containers with fresh potting 
soil and plant food.  Keep them watered as necessary 
and remove faded flowers to encourage repeat 
blooming. 
 Drop by any of our garden centers and visit with 
a Texas Certified Nursery Professional. These 
individuals are experts in their field and continuously 
receive training to keep their certification current. 
Or, email The PlantMaster with questions at 
www.calloways.com/plantmaster . 
 
The Texas Drought of 2011 
By Teral McDowell 

The Texas drought of 2011 will go down in 
Texas history as the 2nd worst drought recorded. 
Back in the 1950’s Texans experienced the worst 
recorded drought in its history. The following 
represents a few facts about the Texas drought. 
* 12-month period, August 2010 - July 2011, driest 

in the previous 116 years 
*  July 2011 - warmest month ever  
*  July 2011 - 3rd driest month; driest months, 

1980 and 2000 

*  June 2011 - 5th warmest month 
 August rallied the record books with 
temperatures reaching even higher as the drought 
continued on in Texas. September although quite hot 
did bring some relief to parts of Texas with 
somewhat cooler temps, if you can call 90s cool, and 
some much needed rainfall.  
Current lake levels for two area lakes are as follows:  
 Lake Lavon, down 11.57 feet 
 Lake Ray Hubbard, down 5.77 feet 
 
The HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION  
Application Requirements Change for 2012 New 
Homeowners 
By Teral McDowell 

 Texas Legislature has changed the 
requirements for new homeowners who apply for the 
homestead exemption in 2012. The new law which 
took effect on September 1, 2011 requires proof to 
be submitted with the application that the 
homeowner actually lives in the property they are 
claiming as their principal residence. It does not apply 
to all homeowners who already claim the homestead 
exemption. 
 Requirements of the new law include the 
submission of a copy of the homeowners’ Texas 
driver’s license or state identification card along with 
the receipt of the homeowners’ vehicle registration. 
A current utility bill with homeowners’ name and 
address supported by an affidavit which can be 
obtained along with the application may be submitted 
for all homeowners who do not own a vehicle. The 
homeowners’ address on all the documents submitted 
must match the address for which they are 
requesting the exemption.  
 The change in application for the homestead 
exemption includes all homeowners. If you purchased 
a manufactured (mobile) home and are applying for a 
homestead exemption you are required to provide 
proof of purchase of the manufactured home. A 
statement of ownership and location issued by the 
Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs 
is required to accompany the proof of purchase. 
 Homeowners may find the new HOMESTEAD 
EXEMPTION Application Form online at 
http://window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/50-
114.pdf. 
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